
Wednesday, 13 March 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

2019 School Term Dates 

TERM 1  30 JANUARY - 5 APRIL   TERM 2   TUES 23 APRIL - 28 JUNE  
TERM 3  15 JULY - 20 SEPTEMBER TERM 4  7 OCTOBER - 18 DECEMBER 
 
2019 CURRICULUM DAYS (Pupil Free Days) 
Tuesday 29 January  Friday 17 May     Thursday 19 December          Friday 20 December 
 
 

Birthdays 13 March - 19 March 2019 

 Leo T  Hana E D Alex S  Cate M  Asher Y  
Henry KZoe B  Max M Seth M Mia L Charles N  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2019 CALENDAR 

4 - 15 March Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Wednesday 14 March Family & Leadership Photos 

Tuesday 19 March School Council Meeting 6pm 

22 - 24 March Dad’s & Kids Weekend 

Monday 1 April Casual Dress Day - Easter Flair 

Friday 5 April End of Term 1 - 2.30pm Finish 

Tuesday 23 April Term 2 commences 

Thursday 25 April Anzac Day Holiday 

Tuesday 30 April School Council Meeting 6pm 

Friday 3 May Bushdance Incursion & Evening 
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Principal News 

National Day of Action Against Bullying & Violence 
 
Friday 15 March is National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and we use this opportunity 
to educate the students around what bullying is and how to identify it. One of the hardest concepts 
for our students to understand is the difference between bullying and unpleasant behaviour. All 
behaviour that results in conflict or someone becoming excluded tends to get labelled bullying. 
This could be because the initial behaviours that can lead to bullying can look and feel the same. 
 
The definition in the BWPS policy is as follows: 
 
Bullying is when someone, or a group of people, deliberately upset or create a risk to another 
person's health and safety - either psychologically or physically - or their property, reputation or 
social acceptance on more than one occasion. Bullies are people who deliberately set out to 
intimidate, exclude, threaten and/or hurt others repeatedly and there is always an imbalance of 
power in incidents of bullying. Bullying is a clear form of harassment.  

 
We talk to our students about the important differentiation of ‘more than one occasion’ and 
‘repeated’ behaviours.  
 
The other imbalance of power: 
 
Students who consistently don’t get along is not necessarily bullying, but we do see social factors 
come into play to muddy the waters, particularly between Grades 4 and 5, when students perceive a 
person to be popular and worry the group will turn against them if they don’t remain playing with a 
person or group. Individuals can feel powerless within the group for different reasons than being 
deliberately targeted, excluded or picked on. These situations are the most common and we are 
more likely to see these instances more often than bullying.  
 
Often students try leaving the group and nothing happens, and certain friends remain in the group 
and the child feels no better. This makes the situation difficult to sort out. Much of this process is a 
natural part of growing up and learning how to maintain friendships and status within different 
groups. 
 
We have to deal with all of these situations whether they are bullying or not. There are some key 
protective behaviours we can teach children to avoid being a bully or the target of bullying and 
develop a clear platform to aid decision making in deciding who friends are and what groups are 
healthy groups to be a part of. Some students also need help in gaining insights into what 
behaviours they engage in that may not be working in building and maintaining certain relationships. 
 
For bullying to occur, there needs to be a bully and we have to have a victim. As parents we can only 
control the controllable and the first step is to ensure our children know how to avoid being a victim.  
 
My advice to children is: under no circumstances do you accept being stood over or picked on. 
Anyone who does this needs to see they will have to pay some sort of price for targeting negative 
behaviour, outlined in the policy, towards an individual.  
 
At school we encourage telling a teacher, the yard duty teacher and classroom teacher. If students 
continue to target you, tell again and let the perpetrator/s know I don’t care what you do to me, 
even if this is scary, I will tell someone every time. Our staff are trained to follow up and we have 
processes to deal with students in these situations that are context sensitive. 
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In groups, the willingness to leave a group and display you are confident enough to go somewhere 
else can be equally empowering and others may follow. 
 
As parents we keep the line of communication open without questioning every night or letting our 
assumption contaminate what is going on. One common area that stops children from coming 
forward is if they feel they have done something wrong and can get into trouble or a friend could let 
a rumour out of the bag eg Bully: I saw you throw sand the other day so if you say something I will 
get you into trouble or they were with the group that did something wrong and feel they will get 
into trouble.  
 
Having the discussion that all kids make mistakes and nothing your child does will stop you wanting 
to help them deal with the situation. Taking responsibility for any behaviour is empowering and 
often the consequences are far less than putting up with people holding things over you. Work 
shopping how to take the power away is good for kids to see.  
 
We encourage similar behaviour in bystanders. Giving them clear instructions to say something or let 
someone know if they are not happy with behaviour they see. 
 
When we have had to deal with complex situations at school, we reinforce these messages and to 
the people using bullying behaviour, we show them this is the quickest way to isolation and 
unhappiness, as most people hate bullying and will find the first moment they can to not associate 
anymore. This is often high school, when the numbers increase and more social options arise. We 
then give more sustainable ways to gain status and maintain friendships. 
 
We can see how exhausting, complex and time consuming it is to pick apart what is going on in our 
children’s social life, that should and needs to be theirs, but when problems arise we are often 
dealing with limited, filtered and guarded information. This is often why our suggestions, as adults, 
to help are dismissed. We either don’t know everything and/or the kids lack the experience to see 
how scenarios will play out.  
 
So, while the kids are developing the more complex social skills, I ask you to really think about when 
to introduce devices and social media. The legal age is 13 for social media, so from a school 
perspective our response will be don’t let students on social media. This stands to reason from a 
developmental perspective. 
 
To add another layer of complexity and introduce the opportunity for more students from multiple 
schools and social groups to become a part of this developing social world, can be a disaster for 
students who are very aware of trying to maintain their place in social groups. They don’t necessarily 
know which messages to respond to, what to do if no one responds to messages or the feeling that 
people are messaging behind their back or if they are witnessing this behaviour. 
 
So even when bullying isn’t occurring kids are stressed just trying to keep up. Do them a favour every 
now and then, and arm them with the right to say to their friends, “Sorry my parents don’t let me on 
devices or social media, they are so uncool” and let those brains rest. 
 
Easter Bonnet Parade 
 
This year the students have decided to have a casual dress day, on Monday 1st April replacing the 
Easter Bonnet Parade. This is because their discussions unearthed that most kids were against 
creating a paper hat for one morning to be mostly thrown out.  
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It was understood that some members of our community may be disappointed, but the decision has 
very good intentions for the benefit of our school and the planet.  
 
Students are encouraged to dress with Easter flair if they wish, however this is completely optional. 
 
The Easter Raffle will be drawn at our final Monday assembly as planned and the casual dress day is 
free of charge. 
 
Have a great week. 
 

Steven Capp 
 

Parents & Friends Newsletter 

Easter Raffle 
 

On Friday 15 March a book of 10 Easter Raffle tickets will go home with each 
BWPS student.  The tickets are $1 each and we ask that you sell as many 
tickets as you can.  Please make sure that a Full Name and Phone number is 
written on every ticket. Please return the money and ticket stubs by Friday 
29th March.   WE WILL NOT TAKE ANY TICKETS AFTER THIS DATE. 
   
 

 
Easter Raffle Donations 
 
We are asking for Donations for the Easter Raffle – Chocolate, 
cuddly rabbits, appropriate Easter related goodies.  They can 
be left at the office any day up until Friday 29th March. 
 
Mother’s Day Stall 
 
This year we are hoping to offer a Mother’s Day stall filled with homemade gifts, however, to enable 
this we need your help.  We would love some parents, caregivers, grandparents to offer their 
services in creating gifts for mum which would sell for up to $10.   
 
We would aim to have 1400 gifts – one person does not need to make all of this.  You would be 
reimbursed for materials.   
 
If you are interested in helping please email Tania Galbraith on taniagalbraith@hotmail.com and she 
will send you a form to complete so that we can manage what is being made and how many items 
we are going to have to sell.  We appreciate your efforts in helping us create a great event for the 
BWPS community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:taniagalbraith@hotmail.com
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Canteen News 

 
We are having Special Sushi Lunch on Wednesday 3 April.  Please see attached order form or order 
online. 
 
We are now trialling paper straws, any feedback is welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbitecom.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df5d749e890f125cef8da9478e%26id%3De541976f71%26e%3Df831f49438&data=02%7C01%7Cbentleigh.west.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C05f10477be724a5bb8b608d6a67ead8f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636879460350287588&sdata=5yrApjMOFtElWl0pLfz5Prudmg02F89%2B%2Fqq00F1wL6A%3D&reserved=0
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         SUSHI SPECIAL LUNCH     

     WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL 2019 
       The canteen is having a special Sushi lunch 

 

   You can order online or complete the form below  

 

The lunch will cost $5.00 and includes a Sushi roll, a treat and a drink.  

 

Extra Sushi rolls can be ordered for an extra $2.50 each. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Child’s Name:________________________   Grade:_____Amount enclosed $______ 
 

Sushi (Select 1) 
 

  Chicken Teriyaki    Tuna             Vegetarian   

 

Treat (Select 1) 
  

Anzac    Juicy      

       

Drink (Select 1) 
 

 Chocolate Milk    Strawberry Milk            Banana Milk   

 Apple Juice   Orange Juice            

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Child’s Name:________________________   Grade:_____Amount enclosed $______ 
 

Sushi (Select 1) 
 

  Chicken Teriyaki    Tuna             Vegetarian   

 

Treat (Select 1) 
  

Anzac    Juicy      

       

Drink (Select 1) 
 

 Chocolate Milk    Strawberry Milk            Banana Milk   

 Apple Juice   Orange Juice            
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Book Club 

 
 
 
 

 

Scholastic Bookclub 
Welcome to another year of Scholastic Bookclub. All orders made through the Scholastic 
website earn 20% of the amount back in credit to the school to be used to purchase items for 
the classrooms and library. 
All orders must be completed online at: https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/. You will need 
to register and/or update your child’s details before ordering. 
Orders can be marked as ‘gift’. If you do this they will held at the office once orders are 
distributed. If you forget to mark the ‘gift’ option, let me know and we will do our best to hold it 
at the office but there is no guarantee that the order will not be sent to your child’s class. 

You will have received Issue 2 by now. Please have a browse and remember that all orders 
must be completed online by 8pm 21st March. Delivery takes up to 2 weeks but usually 
arrives earlier than this. 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
Shelby Sheehan 
Ph: 0417 718 703 
Email: shelbys1304@gmail.com 

 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/
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