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 2020 CALENDAR 

Wednesday 5 February Prep Information Night 6.30pm 

Thursday 6 February Grades 5 & 6 Information Night 6.30pm 

Tuesday 11 February Parent/Teacher Information Exchange Meetings - Grades 1 - 6  

18 - 28 February Grade 1 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 18 February School Council Meeting 6pm 

Friday 28 February Twilight Sports 5 - 7pm 

2 -13 March Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Thursday 5 March Grade 6 Melbourne Aquarium Excursion 

Monday 9 March Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 11 March School Photos -  Individual  

Thursday 12 March School Photos - Families & Leadership 

Tuesday 17 March School Council Meeting 

20 - 22 March Dad & Kids Weekend 

Wednesday 25 March First Aid Training for Prep - Grade 6 

Friday 27 March End Term 1 - school finishes at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 14 April Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 21 April School Council Meeting 6pm 

11 - 21 May Grade 4 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 19 May School Council Meeting 6pm 

Thursday 28 May Italian Multi-Age Day  

Friday 5 June Curriculum Day - student free day 

Monday 8 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

15 - 25 June Grade 3 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 23 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 2pm - 7pm 

Friday 26 June End Term 2 - school finishes at 2.30pm 

Monday 13 July Term 3 commences 

31 August - 4 September Grade 5 Camp 

12 - 16 October Grade 6 Camp 

19 - 21 October Grade 4 Camp 

Monday 26 October School Concert 

11 - 13 November Grade 3 Camp 
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2020 School Term Dates 
 

TERM 1  29 JANUARY - 27 MARCH TERM 2  TUES 14 APRIL - 26 JUNE 
 

TERM 3  13 JULY - 18 SEPTEMBER TERM 4  5 OCTOBER - 16 DECEMBER 
 

Principal News 
 

Acoustic Treatment at BWPS 
Acoustic treatment has been a formal part of Bentleigh West Primary School’s building and 
maintenance plans for the past two years as it directly impacts the quality of teaching and learning 
at the school. 
 

Poor acoustics can result in extra background noise, echoing and amplifying of certain sounds that 
students have to filter out. This filtering takes up precious cognitive resources and energy to focus 
on what is important to learn and students can become more easily distracted and frustrated. 
 

Teachers and students often respond by speaking louder, straining their voices and adding to the 
problem. 
 

Our community school plan has always been to make BWPS the best possible learning environment 
it can be and by having a plan we have been able to use P&F raised funds along with a surplus from 
the Art Building funding to acoustically treat all learning houses and parts of the Grade 6 area. 
 

This has directly impacted over 400 students’ learning experiences and I have some very thankful 
teachers who are thrilled with the improvements. 
 

We still have parts of the Grade 6 area that we would like to finish by the end of the year, so the job 
isn’t done yet, but I wanted to congratulate and thank our community for supporting an important 
modification that might not always provide the greatest inspiration, but makes such a significant 
difference to our learning environment. 
 

Another example of our community working together for our kids. 
 
Year Level Parent Information Nights 
Thank you for the wonderful support of our Year Level Parent Information Nights. 
I attended many with Sarah Asome and it is nice to share and discuss some of the finer details of the 
learning program that are specific to each year level. 
 

I am always impressed at the knowledge and skills of our teachers and support staff and the clear 
plan in place to ensure the best chance of maximum student growth.  To be able to share the plan 
and have partnerships between home and school is very important to success at BWPS 
 

Child Safe 
Bentleigh West Primary School is a Child Safe School and has worked very hard to ensure we have an 
inclusive and safe environment that protects our students against abuse of any kind. 
Please find attached a presentation outlining how BWPS implements the Child Safety Standards. 
More information can be found on our website. I will be giving the presentation at our School 
Council Meeting on Tuesday 18 February at 6.15 pm. If you like to attend please e-mail your interest 
to Tanya Elliott at elliott.tanya.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
Annual Privacy Reminder 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 

mailto:elliott.tanya.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement and School Privacy Policy, 
found on our website. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 

Steven Capp 
 

School Council Elections 2020 
 
School Council elections will take place from 11 February 2020 and is always welcoming of new 
members so please don’t hesitate to put yourself forward if you are interested.  This year we have 
seven parent and two DET vacancies to be filled.  
 
 School Council consists of: 
9 elected parent positions, 4 elected DET positions, 1 Executive Office (Principal) & 1 community co-
opted position. 
 
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for another school parent to nominate you or you 
can nominate yourself. Nomination forms are available from the office on Tuesday 11 February.  Once 
the nomination form is completed, return it to the office within the time stated on the notice of 
election which is stated below.  If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on 
council, a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

What is a school council and what does it do?  All government schools in Victoria have a school 
council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school 
within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the 
quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? There are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category:  More than one third of the total members must be from this 
category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DET) employees can be Parent 
members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category: Members of this category may make up no more than 
one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one 
of these members. 

An optional Community member category:  Its members are appointed by a decision of the council 
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be 
Community members. 

Generally the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office for half the members 
expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important?  Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints 
and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school.  Those parents who become 
active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children 
feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved?  The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in 
Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there 
are positions vacant. 

https://www.bentleighwestps.vic.edu.au/policies
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In view of this, you might seriously consider standing for election as a member of the school council 
or encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council?  No. What you do need is an interest in your 
child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election?  The principal will issue a notice and call for 
nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be 
completed by end of March.  

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or 
you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to 
nominate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice 
of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt following the receipt of your completed 
nomination. 

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted 
during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
  

Remember 

 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do. 

 Consider standing for election to council this year. 

 Be sure to vote in the elections. 

 Please don’t hesitate to contact Steven Capp for further information. 
 
 

Birthdays  5 February – 11 February 

 Amber K  Summer R  Jake W  Finn T  Hamish K 

 Liam M  Ethan Y  Angelina B  Charlotte G   

 Benjamin L  Chloe G  Max E    

Parent / Teacher Information Exchange Meetings 2020 
 
Bookings are open in Compass for the Parent / Teacher Information Exchange meetings for Grades 1 
- 6 on Tuesday 11 February from 2pm - 7pm. 
 
This appointment is a valuable opportunity to develop a partnership with your child’s teacher. 
 
Appointments will be held in your child’s classroom and as there are many families to see we need 
to limit each appointment to 10 minutes.  If you are unavailable for these times please see your class 
teacher to arrange a mutually convenient time. 
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2020 School Fees 
 

The 2020 school fee invoices have been sent home today with your child.  Please check their bags for 
the large envelope.  
 

If you are hold a valid means-tested concession card, you may be eligible for the CSEF, please read 
the flyer attached. 
 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to Tanya Elliott at elliott.tanya.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

2020 Class Representatives 
 
We are looking for volunteers to be our 2020 Class Representatives. Every class will have at least 
one parent volunteer to assist with the following: 

 To help run fundraising events and encourage participation in school events 

 To organise social events for their class/year level (they will be able to co-opt support from 
parents to help) 

 To help integrate any new families to the class who may join during the year 

 To help their teacher, or the school, if requested, with communication amongst the 
parents. 

If you would like to be a Class Representative or have any queries about being one please email 
Tanya Elliott at elliott.tanya.j@edumail.vic.gov.au and also include your child's name and class. 
 

Scholastic Book Club 

Welcome to another year of Scholastic Bookclub. All orders made 
through the Scholastic website earn 20% of the amount back in credit 
to the school to be used to purchase items for the classrooms and 
library.  There are heaps of exciting books and resources available in 
each catalogue.  
 
All orders must be completed online at: 
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/ 
 
You will need to register and/or update your child’s details before 
ordering.  I will publish a due date for orders following each catalogue distribution. All orders 
processed online by this date will be sent to the school with no delivery fees. Orders are welcome 
outside these dates but there is a $4.99 delivery fee. 
 
Orders can be marked as a ‘gift’. If you do this they will held at the office once orders are distributed. 
If you forget to mark the ‘gift’ option, let me know and I will do my best to hold it at the office but 
there is no guarantee that the order will not be sent to your child’s class. 
 
You will have received Issue 1 by now. Please have a browse and note that all orders are due in by 
16th February. Delivery takes up to 2 weeks but usually arrives earlier than this. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. Thank you! 
 
Shelby Sheehan 
Ph: 0417 718 703 
Email: shelbys1304@gmail.com 

mailto:elliott.tanya.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
about:blank
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