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2019 School Term Dates 

TERM 1  30 JANUARY - 5 APRIL   TERM 2   TUES 23 APRIL - 28 JUNE  
TERM 3  15 JULY - 20 SEPTEMBER TERM 4  7 OCTOBER - 18 DECEMBER 
 
2019 CURRICULUM DAYS (Pupil Free Days) 
Tuesday 29 January  Friday 17 May     Thursday 19 December          Friday 20 December 
 
 

Birthdays 20 March - 26 March 2019 

 Emily W  Kian S Ella G  Cate M  Georgi D 
Elliot BAudrey C  Harper M Zara L Alex K Emily K 

 Martha M  Faith L Delilah G  
 
 
 
 

 2019 CALENDAR 

22 - 24 March Dad’s & Kids Weekend 

Monday 1 April Casual Dress Day - A touch of Easter Flair 

Friday 5 April End of Term 1 - School Finishes at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 23 April Term 2 commences 

Thursday 25 April Anzac Day Holiday 

Tuesday 30 April School Council Meeting - 6pm 

Thursday 2 May Grade 6 Science Incursion 

Friday 3 May Prep to Grade 2 - Bushdance Incursion & Evening 5pm 

Tuesday 7 May Mother’s Day Stall 

Thursday 9 May Grade 6 Science Incursion 

Friday 10 May Mother’s Day Breakfast 
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Principal News 

EXTENSION AT BWPS  
 

CONTEXT 
Bentleigh West has come a long way in our improvement journey and I thought it would be good to 
address some of the misconceptions that can be conveyed about our school, so we can all be on the 
same page when we discuss our school in the community. 
 

A common question that parents often ask is, “How do we extend students at BWPS?” 
This is something our teachers do phenomenally well and so much goes unnoticed because it is part 
of the high expectations and sequenced teaching that we already run here.  
 

If you have noticed your child performing higher than expected, that is because they are. At 
Bentleigh West Primary School high performance seems business as usual. This is exactly how we 
want it to be. 
 

I occasionally hear that parents have said BWPS only ‘focus’ or ‘do well’ with students that need 
support. I feel statements like these do not do our teachers, our students or our school justice. The 
fact is, not only do we support students that need it, but we are a very high achieving school that out 
performs schools that are considered elite. The ‘high performance’ tag isn’t just my opinion, we have 
externally assessed data and overwhelming evidence to suggest we do extremely well in ensuring 
our kids become high performing students.  
 

DATA 
I would like to point to a small portion of this evidence and explain how extending our students is at 
the very heart of what we do each day. NAPLAN is the most well-known form of receiving baseline 
data and we can look to bands to gauge how well our students are going. As a rough guide, Band 5 
and 6 translate roughly to Grades 5 and 6 level and NAPLAN is taken in May. 

 
 Reading - we have 45% of our students at Band 6 and 32% at Band 5, 15% at Band 4 and 

5%at Band 3. That is 92% of our students well above the level. 

 Spelling - we have 61% of our students in Band 6, 22% in Band 5 and 13% in Band 4. That is 
95% of our student population well above the level. 

 Writing - we have 47% in Band 6, 39% in Band 5, with 6% at Band 4. That is 92% of our 
students well above the level. 

 Numeracy - we have 60% in Band 6, 25% in Band 5 with 14% in Band 4. That is 99% of our 
students well above the level! 

 

What is exceptional, is that these results are taken from May, when the students are not even half 
way through Grade 3. These results are also well above similar schools including private schools. 
What I have outlined isn’t unique to Grade 3, because at every year level the same process is 
followed, using a variety of different normed assessment tools. I have used NAPLAN in this example 
as most parents know what it is and can relate to it. 
 

Another important measure to consider, particularly for the upper years is looking at growth from 3-
5. Growth can be measured by grouping students on a similar starting point and measuring over 
time. We can then sort these students into a High, Medium or Low Growth Category measured over 
a two-year period. I will use NAPLAN again for consistency. 
 

 Reading - we had 40% in High Growth Category (compared to 29% similar schools), 49% in 
Medium Growth Category (compared to 51% similar schools), and 11% in Low Growth 
Category (compared to 21% similar schools). 
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 Maths - we had 53% in High Growth Category (compared to 27% similar schools), 36% in 
Medium Growth Category (compared to 50% similar schools), and 11% in Low Growth 
Category (compared to 23% similar schools). 

 

We use normed measurements like this to ensure our children are getting maximum growth in their 
learning. It tells us we are hitting the mark for the greatest percentage of our students. Our teachers 
watch very carefully what students can and can’t do to ensure they are building on their learning 
every day. 
 

PLANNING 
The BWPS Baseline Curriculum is set 12 to 18 months above the Victorian Curriculum Levels. We 
need to do this given the percentage of students that have been taught and supported to such high 
levels of achievement. We design our teaching, as a rule of thumb, to spend 40% of teaching to be 
well above our baseline level, 40% of teaching to be at our baseline level and 20% just below our 

baseline level. This confirms we are teaching 80% of the time well above the Victorian Curriculum 

EVERY DAY in EVERY LESSON, the other 20% is still above the Victorian Curriculum but at the lower 
end of our baseline curriculum. The percentages vary slightly when we respond to the learning data 
we rigorously collect to inform teaching. 
 

In planning for high growth and achievement, every lesson must be an extension lesson at BWPS. All 
student populations do have a small percentage of students that are well above the high levels we 
set. This percentage is increasing, not surprisingly, as more students benefit from evidence-based 
instruction. These students do require extra support for growth and are identified by our Learning 
Enhancement Team, Teachers and Leadership Team. The Learning Enhancement Team is overseen 
by Sarah Asome. Once students are identified as well above the BWPS Baseline Curriculum and 
require needs to be met outside the scope of our program, an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is 
developed to make this adjustment. 
 

We already run two extra morning extension maths sessions and we are looking at adding to the 
activities students can participate in like Tournament of the Minds, Chess Competitions and other 
engagements. The exciting part is we feel we have much to improve. We are on the journey to do 
everything at an extremely high level at BWPS, whether it is through extension, support, sports, 
performing arts, arts programs, our grounds and our leadership program with students, just to name 
a few. We are committed to the best because we believe our kids deserve no less than our best.  
 

SUMMARY 
I hope this outline gives a small insight into the planning, skills and execution of our teaching model 
that our teachers grapple with every day to ensure the best possible learning environment for your 
kids. If mine were younger, they would be here if I could get around the zone. So, next time you hear 
that BWPS only ‘focus’ or ‘do well’ with students who need support, I hope you can set the record 
straight and include the fact that we focus and do well with all students on a needs basis. 
 

 
Have a great week. 
 
 

Steven Capp 
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Weekly Certificate Awards 

Congratulations to the following students for receiving award certificates at assembly this week: 
 

Harry T Prep B - Responsibility Christian K Prep N - Persistence  Billy B Prep A  - Responsibility 

Maliya W Prep Y - Responsibility Samuel K Grade 1V - Responsibility Ashley R Grade 1H - 

Positivity  Eloise L Grade 2S - Mathletics Michael P Grade 3D - Respect   

Mika A Grade 4H -Responsibility Leila H Grade 5Z - Responsibility Alexandra F Grade 6B - Care 

Isaac G Grade 6H - Respect  

 
 
 
 
Grade 4H  - showcasing their bucket 
drumming skills, led by our 
Performing Arts teacher, Mr Troy 
Cartwright.  
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District Swimming Report 

 
On Tuesday the 5th March, a team of 26 students represented Bentleigh West PS at the District 
Swimming Carnival. It was a slightly overcast day, but this did not dampen the enthusiasm of our 
students, as there was an air of confidence about what we could achieve.  
 

The carnival began with Freestyle, and we saw spectacular performances by Callum O and Charli S. 
Both students came first in their races, which sees them through to the next stage of competition. 
Notable performance to Jack I. who placed 3rd in the Boys 11 race, great effort! 
 
Next came Backstroke, which saw Bentleigh West triumph in 2 more individual races. Angus L. (Boys 
9-10) and Amelia O (Girls 11) lead from start to finish to complete comfortable victories. Sam H 
competed in the backstroke multi class event and booked a ticket into the next round. Ruby K was 
valiant in the girls 12 race, finishing swiftly to come in 2nd place. 
 
Along came Breaststroke, where Amelia and Charli continued their hot form. Both girls finished in 
first position with very impressive performances. Sam entered the Breaststroke Multi Class event 
and put together a fantastic swim. Henry K. in the boys 12 race found himself in a neck to neck battle 
down the final 10m of his race. With both boys well ahead of the rest of the field, Henry was pipped 
at the line, finishing in 2nd place by .3 of a second. Great swim Henry! 
 

The final of the individual events was Butterfly, and Callum O showed his class to win comfortably.  
A great swim was also put in by Ruby Kt o finish 3rd in the Girls 12 race. 
 
Next on the program came the 4x50m freestyle relays. There was an air of excitement around our 
team and the depth of talent we had brought to the carnival. Our Girls 9-10 got us started with a 
great effort, which flowed into the Boys 9-10. The boys put in an elite performance and finished 
victorious in emphatic fashion. Our Girls 11 followed with a performance earning 3rd place, followed 
by the Boys 11 who finished in 2nd. The excitement was once again heightened by our Girls 12 squad 
finishing first in a high quality race. Our Boy 12 squad also put in a great performance, pushing right 
to the finish line. 
 

Last on the program was the feature Open Medley events. The girls were up first and we assembled 
a team of Chloe W (Backstroke), Ruby K (Breaststroke), Amelia O (Butterfly) and Charli S (Freestyle). 
The girls put in a mighty performance, finishing in 2nd position.  For the boys we had Spencer S 
(Backstroke), Henry K (Breaststroke), Callum O (Butterfly), and Jack I (Freestyle). The boys also 
finishing in 2nd position, displaying our wealth of talent across the 4 disciplines. During the event we 
had outstanding performances by all of our students.  
During the event Amelia O smashed the Girls 11 backstroke record with a swim of 41 62sec. We also 
had our 4x50 freestyle girls set a new record of 2min 36sec, and Sam H setting records of 1min 39sec 
(backstroke) and 2min 02sec (breaststroke).  Amazing recognition for your hard work! 
 
In the final standings we finished in 4th place, narrowly held out by Tucker Road (3rd), Valkstone 
(2nd) and McKinnon (1st). With only 3 points separating 4th and 2nd, I am extremely proud of all our 
students. Your hard work in the pool, during the schools swimming program and outside of school 
hours is fantastic.  
 
A big thanks also goes to our parents, who gave their time during the carnival and gave great 
support. I am already looking forward to assembling our swim team for next year, and I’m excited by 
what the school can achieve. 
 
Brendan Walsh - Bentleigh West Sport Co-Ordinator. 
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Swimming – Girls 4 x 50m freestyle winners   
Eve S-Z, Ruby K, Adeline B & Charli S                                            Sam H – Division Swimming Champion  
 
 

Parents & Friends Newsletter 

Easter Raffle information. 
Everyone should have received their raffle tickets to sell, the tickets are $1 
each and if you need any more you can pick them up at the office.  
Reminder: Please make sure that a Full Name and Phone number is written 
on every ticket, and return the money and ticket stubs by Friday 29 March.   
WE WILL NOT RECEIVE ANY TICKETS AFTER THIS DATE  
 
  
 

Easter Raffle Donations 
Please do not forget to donate an Easter goodie for the raffle, no 
use selling tickets if we don’t have anything to give away.  
Donations can be left at the office any day up until Friday 29th 
March. 
 
 
Mother’s Day Stall 
This year we are hoping to offer a Mother’s day stall filled with homemade gifts, however, to enable 
this we need your help.  We would love some parents, caregivers, grand parents to offer their 
services in creating gifts for mum which would sell for up to $10.  We 
would aim to have 1400 gifts – one person does not need to make all of 
this.  You would be reimbursed for materials.  If you are interested in 
helping please email Tania Galbraith on taniagalbraith@hotmail.com 
and she will send you a form to complete so that we can manage what 
is being made and how many items we are going to have to sell.  We 
appreciate your efforts in helping us create a great event for the 
BWPS community.  
 

mailto:taniagalbraith@hotmail.com
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Mother’s Day Breakfast 
This year we a going to do a breakfast at school just like we do 
for the Dad’s for Father’s Day.  And we are hoping to have the 
children perform for us at the end of the breakfast.  
  
We would love to have some Dad’s put their hands up to run the 
breakfast, if you are interested in helping can you please email 
the P&F on bwpspnf@gmail.com .  
Enjoy your week. 
 

 
 
 

Canteen News 

 
We are having Special Sushi Lunch on Wednesday 3 April.  
Please see attached order form or order online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bwpspnf@gmail.com
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ANZAC DAY 25 April 

 
On Anzac Day, we recognize the courage, mateship, skill, and perseverance 
of those who have served, fought, and given their lives in the military. On 
Anzac Day, we show love, honour and support for those who fought to 
enable freedom for people all over the world, but were not able to make it 
home.  
 
We are selling Anzac badges, pins and pens ($1 - $5) from the office. 
 
 
 

Book Club 

 
 
 

 
 

Scholastic Bookclub 
Welcome to another year of Scholastic Bookclub. All orders made through the Scholastic 
website earn 20% of the amount back in credit to the school to be used to purchase items for 
the classrooms and library. 
All orders must be completed online at: https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/. You will need 
to register and/or update your child’s details before ordering. 
Orders can be marked as ‘gift’. If you do this they will held at the office once orders are 
distributed. If you forget to mark the ‘gift’ option, let me know and we will do our best to hold it 
at the office but there is no guarantee that the order will not be sent to your child’s class. 

You will have received Issue 2 by now. Please have a browse and remember that all orders 
must be completed online by 8pm 21st March. Delivery takes up to 2 weeks but usually 
arrives earlier than this. 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
Shelby Sheehan 
Ph: 0417 718 703 
Email: shelbys1304@gmail.com 

 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://bitecom.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u%3Df5d749e890f125cef8da9478e%26id%3De541976f71%26e%3Df831f49438&data=02|01|bentleigh.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au|05f10477be724a5bb8b608d6a67ead8f|d96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f|0|0|636879460350287588&sdata=5yrApjMOFtElWl0pLfz5Prudmg02F89%2B/qq00F1wL6A%3D&reserved=0
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

 

 
 
 
The 2019 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Bentleigh West Primary School is 
excited to be participating. 
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development.  It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to 
read a set number of books by 30 August 2019. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their teachers 
and parents.  All children at BWPS from Prep to Grade 2 have been registered and will complete the 
Challenge with their teachers during school time. 
 
Children from Year 3 to Year 6 are challenged to independently read and record 15 books online.  
The book titles must be from the list which corresponds with their grade level.  10 books must be 
from this list and up to 5 may be of the reader’s choice. 
 
If children from grades 3 to 6 wish to take part in the Challenge for 2019, they should complete the 
attached registration form and return it to the BWPS office.  Once they have been registered, they 
will be provided with login details. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 
 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 
 
 
Carmel Clydesdale 
PRC Coordinator (BWPS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Wednesday, 20 March 2019 
 

 

 



Wednesday, 20 March 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, 20 March 2019 
 

 
 

         SUSHI SPECIAL LUNCH     

     WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL 2019 
       The canteen is having a special Sushi lunch 

 

   You can order online or complete the form below  

 

The lunch will cost $5.00 and includes a Sushi roll, a treat and a drink.  

 

Extra Sushi rolls can be ordered for an extra $2.50 each. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Child’s Name:________________________   Grade:_____Amount enclosed $______ 
 

Sushi (Select 1) 
 

  Chicken Teriyaki    Tuna             Vegetarian   

 

Treat (Select 1) 
  

Anzac    Juicy      

       

Drink (Select 1) 
 

 Chocolate Milk    Strawberry Milk            Banana Milk   

 Apple Juice   Orange Juice            

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Child’s Name:________________________   Grade:_____Amount enclosed $______ 
 

Sushi (Select 1) 
 

  Chicken Teriyaki    Tuna             Vegetarian   

 

Treat (Select 1) 
  

Anzac    Juicy      

       

Drink (Select 1) 
 

 Chocolate Milk    Strawberry Milk            Banana Milk   

 Apple Juice   Orange Juice            
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2019 BWPS Victorian Premier’ Reading Challenge Registration 
 
Name ………………………………………………………. Grade ………………………… 
 
Please register me for the 2019 Premiers’ Reading Challenge. 
I am in Grade 3 – 6 and I understand that I must read 15 books and 
record my reading online. 
10 or more of these book titles must be from the Reading Challenge 
List and up to 5 book titles may be of my own choice. 
 
I understand that the Challenge ends for BWPS on Friday, 30th 
August. 
 
Child’s Name……………………………………………………………………. 
Child’s Signature………………………………………………………………. 
Certificate Name (Please Print) ………………………………………………………. 
 
Further information and book lists can be found at 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

